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A Reviving teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW)

A Refining _your Character

A Breaking _the soul that pushes you to
Evil
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O Son! How many nights have you stayed awake
revising and memorising knowledge and poring over
books, denying yourself sleep? I do not know what
was the purpose of all this? If it was for the purpose of
attaining worldly ends, securing its vanities and acquir-
ing position and bragging before your peers, then woe

1. Al-Ghazali, Majmii‘at Rasa'il al-Imam al-Ghazali. Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyyah, 1986, pp.154-155.
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to you! And again woe to you! But if your purpose for
doing so was reviving the Sacred Law of the Prophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, refining your
character and breaking the soul that commands to evil,
then blessed are you! And again blessed are you!*

e

al-Ghazali responded to the request of one of his stu-
dents, who obviously spent years seeking knowledge,
for further advice as to what knowledge is beneficial
in the light of the Hereafter.

This request, while it was about seeking deeper
insight into advantageous knowledge in the Here-
after, may be applied to all human activity. What
is done for the sake of Allah earns one reward and
what is done for worldly motives ends right here at
best, but could land one in an unfavourable position
in the Afterlife, and there is nothing worse!

Seeking fame, position and material wealth as
ends in themselves is detrimental to the soul, but
this is exactly what people have sought throughout
history. Islam is not against material gain if it is
lawful, and if one spends lawfully, without being
stingy or a spendthrift, and pays the alms, which
renders wealth pure. Indeed, Islam is not against
obtaining lawful and lawfully-earned wealth.
Wholesome income sought from lawful sources, for

]nv Ayyuba al-Walad (Dear Beloved Son!), Imam

* Al-Ghazali, Ayyuha al-Walad, trans. by G.H. Scherer. Beirut:

The American Press, 1932, p. §7.
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the right purpose, is good for the individual and the
community for it allows one to carry out different
social responsibilities. Suffice to know that there
were wealthy Prophetic Companions, including
‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, the third Rightly-guided Caliph,
and ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf. Many Prophetic
Companions donated substantial amounts of their
money or property for the sake of public good.

As for fame, if it comes as a result of civic
engagement, scientific achievement, championing
humanitarian causes or any other good deed for
the welfare of society or humanity at large, without
translating this fame into pretentious behaviour, then
it is a good thing because it can be utilised to further
whatever project one has embarked upon. Service to
all, Muslim and non-Muslim, is the key to success.
Muslims are invited to contribute towards eliminating
illiteracy, providing fresh water and sanitation, and
fighting disease and poverty everywhere.

Yet, one should be wary of the potential negative
impact of fame on the heart. Positions of responsi-
bility, such as holding public office, should undoubt-
edly be filled. But in that case one has to remember
that one is a public servant, and that the relationship
with the public is horizontal, not vertical. One is on
the same level as that of the people one serves, not
higher than them. There is a problem if one is not the
right person for the job, or does not have the neces-
sary skills. There is a more serious problem if one
is seeking a position of responsibility for egotistic
reasons, a hunger for power, as a means to unlawful
gains or to inflict harm on others!
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Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali was born in Tus, Khurasan.
His family was very poor.

Before his death, he made sure his sons were put under the care of a
local shaykh.

Even though this wise elder was not a scholar, he was very righteous,
Hamid and his brother Ahmed were very young.{ honorable and filled with true knowledge.
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When they got older, Abu Hamid and
) Ahmed entered a school in Gurgan. g@%A @@/\% 4@& o %
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am al-Ghazali was fortunate to have one of the greatest
scholars of Islam as a teacher, Imam al-Juwayni.




One day, Imam al-Ghazali was on his way to Bagdad with a caravan in the desert...
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Bandits were watching them
from behind a hill
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NN . W in order for him to learn
something meaningful. Since
that incident, he then began
to commit to memory every
single thing he studied.




The Book of Knowledge For Children Workbook
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1 ;‘ Ahmed eventually became a poet and a faqih. Imam al-Ghazali turned out to be one o
1 the most intelligent and
beautifully.

artest people of his day. He spoke both Persian and Arabic [N [

Ahmed eventually became a poet and a faqih. Imam al-Ghazali turned out to be one of
the most intelligent and smartest people of his day. He spoke both Persian and Arabic
beautifully. When he gave public lectures, people were in complete awe and amazed by
the way he spoke.

At 34, he became the head of the most important and famous university in the entire
Muslim world. It was called the Nizamiyyah and was in Baghdad, Iraq.



Imam al-Ghazali

—
Day after day he would preach at people
to perform great deeds.
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But he would grow increasingly bothered by his personality — his own arrogance, his pride and the many impurities
he saw in his own heart.
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One day, Imam al-Ghazali went to class and was standin

. . ) . PO
g in front of the usual crowd of scholars and students.




But he was unable to utter a

ﬂsingle word out of his mouth.
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And so Imam al-Ghazali set out on his long awaited
journey. He arranged everything for his wife and children

. and told everyone he was going on Hajj. Little did they
know that his voyage would actually be his way to find
the Truth, and most importantly his own true self.
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He spent the next ten years of his life traveling around the Muslim world. He lived in a state of total lowliness.
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