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TWO REALITIES

“…existence of two realities: transmission in written form and 

transmission in spoken [oral] form.  Islam strongly emphasises 

the oral nature of the Qur’an and the particular importance of 

this feature should not be overlooked.  The role of the written 

word cannot, however, be ignored” 

~ Francois Deroche 



ORAL: 
MEMORISATION & PRONOUNCIATION

• the Prophet rushed in its memorisation in-order to safely collect it letter by letter, 

thus he was commanded by Allah: “[Prophet] do not rush your tongue in an attempt 

to hasten [your memorization of] the Revelation: We shall make sure of its safe 

collection and recitation” (Q. 75:16-17).  Allah assured Muhammad of two critical 

elements within its oral transmission, its safe ‘collection’ and ‘recitation’. 

• Masjid al-Nabawi – the Sound of Memorisation

• 1 Manaahil al-I’rfan (Vol. 1 – p. 234) cited in: Uthmani, T., (1996).  U’lum al-Qur’an.  Karachi: Maktaba Darul U’lum. (p. 175) [Urdu] 

• Mahr of some Sahabiyyaat not materialistic but the Qur’an



PRESERVING THE PROPHETIC RECITATION

A man was reciting the Qur’an to Abdullah ibn Mas’ud and he recited, 

“InnamasSadaqaatu lil-Fuqara-i wal-Masaakeen,

Ibn Mas’ud said, “This is not how the messenger of Allah recited it to me!”, so the man 

inquired, “how did he recite it to you?” so he said, 

“lil-Fuqaraaaa-i wal-Masaakeen”, 

he prolonged the vowel, though not to do so constitutes a lahn al-Khafi.3 



TAJWID : PRESERVATION OF RECITATION

• Tanakh not preserved in Oral 
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WRITTEN QURAN

• PHASE 1 :

During the life of the Prophet (PBUH)

• PHASE 2:                                                                                                 

During the Caliphate of Abu Bakr (RA)

• PHASE 3:

During the Caliphate of Uthman (RA) as a complete 

manuscript and codex 



PHASE 1
DURING THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET (PBUH)

• At the death of the Prophet, it is traditionally recognised by al-Suyuti (Itkan, i. 71), 

‘that there was not in existence any collection of revelations in ‘final’ form, because, 

so long as he was alive, new revelations were continually being added to the earlier 

ones’

• Zaid ibn Thabit: “The Prophet was taken [from his life] whilst the Qur’an had not yet 

been ‘gathered’ into a book”.  The Arabic word used is jumi’a, which refers to the 

Qur’an not being ‘gathered’ rather than it being written.

• Al-Khattabi: the Qur’an had been ‘written’ in its entirety during the life of the Prophet, 

but not collected together, nor the surahs arranged systematically between two 

covers



• A typical example of this:  

• ‘There was revealed, “Not equal are those who sit [at home] and those who strive and 

fight in the cause of Allah” (Q. 4:95).  

• The Prophet said, “Call Zaid and let him bring the board, the ink pot and the scapula 

bone.” Then he said: “Write: ‘Not equal are those believers…

• There were up to forty eight Scribes in number, 

• the most prominent among them were Zaid ibn Thabit and Ubayy ibn Ka’b, and the 

four caliphs have also been counted among the many scribes.

• fragments of writing material such as paper, skin, papyrus and bone, which were 

termed as suhuf, and later the collected suhuf were termed mus-haf



PHASE 2
DURING THE CALIPHATE OF ABU BAKR (RA)

• Ridda wars, in which many qurraa’ were martyred and there was a dire need for a 

further systemized and authoritative collection of the Qur’an.  Battle of Yamamah



PHASE 2
DURING THE CALIPHATE OF ABU BAKR (RA)

• After the Battle of Yamamah, Umar (RA) pushes for a 

systematic collection of the Qur’an 

• Zaid ibn Thaabit, the most prominent of the scribes and 

ordered him to collect the Qur’an from the scattered suhuf

and from the hearts of men

• Zaid ibn Thabit:

• “By Allah, had they asked me to move a mountain it could not have 

been weightier than what they requested of me now”



• Abu Bakr had instructed Umar and Zaid, “Sit at the entrance of the 

[Prophet’s] Mosque.  If anyone brings you a verse from the book of Allah 

along with two witnesses, then record it”

• Ibn Hajar commentates on the meaning of two witnesses, were memory 

backed by written word, or two witnesses to prove that the verse had been 

written in the presence of the Prophet.  The analogy of the two witnesses 

must have been from verse dealing with writing a contract, “…Call in two 

men as witnesses (Q. 2:282).  

• Bilal ibn Rabah paced the streets of Madinah requesting the attendance of 

any companion who possessed verses recorded by the Prophets own 

dictation”.

• After receiving such suhuf in the presence of the aforementioned 

witnesses, Zaid and Umar would confirm from memory such verses and 

thereafter have it written. 



• In this new collection, the verses of the Qur’an were written on paper, but every surah 

had been written on a separate sahifa. 

• The specifications of this collection were; that, the ‘verses’ were systemised 

according to the Prophet’s dictation, but every surah had been written on a separate 

sahifa yet to be systemised.  

• The seven ahruf were all collected in this collection, 

• The purpose of this collection was, that, under the collective witnessing of the ummah 

a systematic collection could be made, which could later be used to refer to as a 

primary source. 

• During the caliphate of Abu Bakr, he kept this collection under his possession and 

after his death it was passed down to Umar, the second caliph. Upon Umar’s death in 

644 C.E the collection came into the possession of his daughter and widow of the 

Prophet, Hafsa (RA)



PHASE 3
DURING THE CALIPHATE OF UTHMAN (RA) 
AS A COMPLETE MANUSCRIPT AND CODEX 

• During his reign, Islam had spread far and wide, and many qurraa’ had spread 

throughout the Islamic empire to teach the Qur’an.

• Until knowledge of the sab’ah huruf prevailed among the Muslims there were no 

problems. 

• Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman, who had led the Muslim forces against the Armenians in 

Azerbaijan, he experienced arguments break out between the Muslims from different 

areas.  Upon his return to Medina, he urged Uthman to solve this bewildering 

dilemma.  

• After hearing such news and delivering orations, Uthman consulted the high ranking 

Sahabah and they consented on collecting the suhuf of Abu Bakr as a single 

manuscript and codex



The Age of the Caliphs

Muhammad, 622–632

Rashidun Caliphate, 632–661

Umayyad Caliphate, 661–750



• Once again, Zaid ibn Thabit was instructed to collect the suhuf under a 

single mus-haf (manuscript) alongside twelve other companions.  

• The suhuf of Abu Bakr were taken from Hafsa and the following tasks 

were undertaken in its final written collection as a complete codex:  

The surahs, which were gathered on separate suhuf, were now 

systematically ordered and written under a single manuscript.  

• The text was written in such a way that it included all seven modes of 

recitation, which meant the absence of all diacritical signs, including 

the dots.  

• Up until now there was only one consented collection that had been 

made, but Uthman had prepared according to Abu Hatim Sijistani

seven such manuscripts, which were distributed in the Muslim world, 

and one copy was kept in Medina. 









THE BIRMINGHAM QURAN

• The Birmingham Qur’an manuscript is one of the earliest surviving fragments of the 

Qur’an and one of only a handful of early manuscripts of the Qur’an in the world to 

have been radiocarbon dated. 

• It is part of the Mingana Collection of 3000 Middle Eastern manuscripts, cared for by 

the Cadbury Research Library at the University of Birmingham, UK. 

• The Birmingham Qur’an Manuscript contains parts of surahs 18-20 of the Islamic holy 

book, written on parchment in an early form of Arabic script known as Hijazi.





• The result of radiocarbon dating of the parchment on which the text is written places 

the manuscript in the period between 568 and 645 with 95.4% probability. The 

testing was commissioned from the University of Oxford and carried out in 2014. 

• This result suggests that the manuscript dates back to the first century of Islam, close 

to the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad (about 570–632) and the rule of the first 

three Caliphs.

• The collection was brought together in the 1930s, funded by Quaker philanthropist 

Edward Cadbury to raise the status of Birmingham as an intellectual centre for 

religious studies.



Through detailed comparison of the characteristics of the handwriting and parchment, it is 

proposed that the Bibliothèque nationale de France in Paris holds a further 16 pages from the 

same Qur’an manuscript, catalogued as BnF Arabe 328c. That section has a provenance linked to 

the Mosque of 'Amr ibn al-'As in Fusṭāṭ, the ancient Islamic capital of Egypt. Built in 642 as the first 

mosque in Egypt, it is now part of Old Cairo. The whereabouts of the remainder of this 

manuscript is unknown.



FINALLY

• Uthman (RA) burnt all other individual manuscripts that belonged to other 

companions, so to diminish the differences.  This was done after consulting the 

companions.  
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