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Qur’anic Hermeneutics for 
Students at FEC Academy 

 

Following is the method we will begin to analyse the text of the Holy 

Qur’an: 

1. Grasp the Basics  

a. To include the name of surah 

b. Why and how it’s named and its meaning.   

c. Where the surah was revealed – Makkah or Madinah 

 

2. Read the Surah or page carefully                                                      

(you may read it three times) 

  

3. Categorise the sets of verses into the five categories illustrated by 

Shah Waliyullah in his Al-Fawz al-Kabir 

a. Bullet point the five categories for each set of verses 

(See page 3)  

 

4. Asbab al-Nuzul (WHY was the surah or verses revealed):  

a. What was the reason or context of the verses?  

b. What was the ‘Historical Context’? Keep in mind not every 

verse would have a specific event or asbab al-nuzul (see 

page 4-5).  

 

5. Grasp the thematic overview 

a. To draw chart of the verses themed together so that you get a 

good grasp of the overview (see diagram 1 on p.2) 

b. With each theme of verses draw a very quick sketch (picture – 

without drawing living things) that could help you remember 

the theme (see diagram 2) 

 

6. What message are you taking away from each theme of the surah 

for implementing in your life or developing your world view.  Lastly, 

what message do you take away from the surah? 

 

7. Questioning via question matrix – Ask as many questions as possible 

(approximately 10) (See Diagram 3) and then finding answers from 

English Tafsirs on www.altafsir.com  

http://www.altafsir.com/
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