
La Convivencia 
 

La Convivencia ("the Coexistence") is the period of Spanish history from the Muslim Umayyad 

conquest of Hispania in the early eighth century until the completion of the Christian Reconquista 

in the late fifteenth century, when Muslims, Christians and Jews in Moorish Iberia (Spain) lived in 

relative peace together within the different kingdoms (during the same time, however, the 

Christian reclaiming of land conquered by the Moors was ongoing). The phrase often refers to the 

interplay of cultural ideas between the three groups, and ideas of religious tolerance. James 

Carroll invokes this concept and indicates that it played an important role in bringing the classics 

of Greek philosophy to Europe, with translations from Greek to Arabic to Hebrew and Latin.  

- Do you think there are many places in the world today where people of different faiths live 

and work together?  

 

 

Hajj as a shift against racism:  El Hajj Malik El Shabazz (Malcolm X)'s letter 
 
Malcolm X is one Muslim who saw the light of true Islam through his Hajj in April 1964. As a former member 

and speaker for the Nation of Islam, a black spiritual and nationalist movement, he believed that the white 

man was the devil and the black man superior. 

After leaving the Nation of Islam in March 1964, he made Hajj, which helped change his perspective on 

whites and racism completely. 

Here is an excerpt of a letter El Hajj Malik El Shabazz wrote about his Hajj experience. In it, he explains what it 

was during this blessed journey that made him so profoundly shift his perspective on race and racism: 

"There were tens of thousands of pilgrims, from all over the world. They were of all colours, from blue-eyed 

blondes to black-skinned Africans. But we were all participating in the same ritual, displaying a spirit of unity 

and brotherhood that my experiences in America had led me to believe never could exist between the 

white and the non-white. 

You may be shocked by these words coming from me. But on this pilgrimage, what I have seen, and 

experienced, has forced me to rearrange much of my thought patterns previously held, and to toss aside 

some of my previous conclusions. This was not too difficult for me. Despite my firm convictions, I have been 

always a man who tries to face facts, and to accept the reality of life as new experience and new 

knowledge unfolds it. I have always kept an open mind, which is necessary to the flexibility that must go 

hand in hand with every form of intelligent search for truth. 

During the past eleven days here in the Muslim world, I have eaten from the same plate, drunk from the 

same glass and slept in the same bed (or on the same rug)-while praying to the same God with fellow 

Muslims, whose eyes were the bluest of the blue, whose hair was the blondest of blond, and whose skin was 

the whitest of white. And in the words and in the actions and in the deeds of the ‘white' Muslims, I felt the 

same sincerity that I felt among the black African Muslims of Nigeria, Sudan and Ghana. 

We are truly all the same-brothers. 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds." 

 

 

Bilal calls the people to prayer whilst standing on the Ka’bah 
Bilal was an African of Ethiopian heritage and companion of Islamic Prophet Muhammad who 

was born in Makkah and who is considered as the first muezzin  chosen by the prophet himself. 

He was among the emancipated slaves freed by Abu Bakr (RA) and was known for his beautiful 

voice with which he called people to their prayers. He died sometime between 638 to 642, when 

he was just over sixty years old. 

 

Bilal Ibn Rabah, was a slave of key importance in Islam. He is said to have been one of the most 

trusted and loyal Sahabah (companion) of Muhammad.  His respected stature during the birth of 

Islam is often cited by Muslims as evidence of the importance of pluralism and racial equality in 

the foundations of the religion. 

How do you think Bilal’s standing on top of the Ka’bah (a building all Muslims pray towards 

and respect) promotes racial harmony? 
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